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On June 17" Maine Maritime Museum celebrated the com- 
pletion of Phase I of the Wyoming sculptural evocation. 
Governor John Baldacci addressed the hundreds of people in 
attendance, many special guests -from the donors whose gen- 
erous support helped add this striking and educational feature 
to our landscape, to the artists, fabricators, and contractors 
who saw this project through to its fruition. The christening 
was performed by Shelly Trumbull whose grandmother, Lena 


Brooks, christened the original Wyoming in 1909. 


June 17" was also the Museum’s Annual Members’ Day. 
Members, their guests, and all visitors to the Museum were 
offered tours and demonstrations, cruises, crafts for children, a 
special book signing by author Sarah McGrail, a concert by the 
Bath Municipal Band, and a variety of food vendors serving 
up everything from chowder to ice cream. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to make new friends and re-connect with long- 
time members, and we were thrilled to have a number of visi- 
tors become members for the first time that day. 


Although the band may not be playing, we'd like to remind 
you all to visit us this year, or, hopefully, visit us again. It’s cer- 
tainly fair to say that photos of the Wyoming pale in compari- 
son to actually taking a stroll around and beneath her impres- 
sive steel frames. And there are many other new things at the 
Museum this year - Donnell House carpeting, the Benson 
exhibit, Bath Iron Works Trolley Tours, additional interactive 
features, and the aesthetic addition of the Peter Vandervoort 
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Memorial Flagpole at the Museum’s entrance (see inside and 
back pages for more information on all these things). 


To celebrate, we’re also offering 20% off everything Wyoming 
now through October 31“. Commemorative coins and copies 
of the original Wyoming launch posters are available for 
purchase; come see what else we have in store. As always, 
we're delighted to see you (at 243 Washington Street), 
or you can call (207) 443-1316, or visit our website 


www.mainemaritimemuseum.org. 
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Back row: Gov. John Baldacci, Con and Shelly Trumbull. 
Front row: Thayne and Kristen Trumbull. 
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Amy with Volunteer John Way, 


From the Chart Table 


This is an exciting time for the Museum and for me, personally. My husband Bill, 
my five-year-old son Jack, and I left Bucks County, Pennsylvania and arrived in 
Bath, Maine on June 26. The warm welcome we’ve received from members, volun- 
teers, staff, and trustees (not to mention neighbors, shop owners and strangers) has 
been overwhelming. We are enjoying all the wonderful things that make this com- 
munity and this state such a special place to live, work, and visit. 


While my personal life has been exceedingly busy, life at the Museum has likewise 
been a rush of new activity and big events. “Big” is the operative word at the 


waiting to board Chippewa for the Yfuseum lately, as the sculpture Wyoming literally towers over the buildings and 


annual volunteer cruise on July 


17th. 
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grounds. When Captain Sam Percy and Frank Small formed their partnership in 
1893, the country was in a deep economic depression. Nevertheless, their bold 
entrepreneurial spirit, knowledge of the shipping business, community relation- 
ships, and careful management led to a successful enterprise that left an impression 
on the region that is still felt today. The Wyoming - the largest wooden vessel ever 
constructed in the United States and (we believe) the largest sculpture in New 
England - is a superb example of both the optimistic spirit behind the founding of 
the shipyard and the big thinking characteristic of the best museums in America 
today. » 


Cultural institutions of all disciplines have struggled to some degree in the past five 
years for various reasons including a sluggish economy, fear of terrorism, and the 
state of war. If museums were merely repositories for things - dusty places in 
which to preserve relics of the past - then I would say they have little relevance to 
the challenges Americans are facing today. But museums are so much more than 
that and the awe with which visitors stare at the massive bowsprit of Wyoming 
pointing skyward over Washington Street is a good example of what I believe 
museums can be. 


I hope when visitors marvel at the size, the beauty, and the grandeur of Wyoming, 
they will not only be impressed with the scale of the sculpture and the ship it repre- 
sents. I hope they will be inspired by the individuals who dreamed of building 
such a ship, the workers who built it with their hands and their hearts, and those 
brave men who sailed a vessel so large that the bow was invisible from the stern on 
a hazy morning. I hope they will be inspired by the small group of Maine Maritime 
Museum staff, volunteers, and trustees who had the vision and boldness to bring 
Wyoming back to life. And I hope they will be inspired to think big in their own 
community and their own life. I know that I have been. 


Executive Director 
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insider tour of the Museum and 2 mooring nights; at Downeaster 
fai aoe eee loam ot OFS - the underlined plus 25 guest passes, an insider tour and 2 free 
-443- ext. 


mooring nights. 
otter@bathmaine.com Again I would remind you that we are collecting email address- 
es for the purpose of giving you advance notice of special events 

As I write this, I look back to June 17th - our most successful = 44g bi-monthly news bulletins. We hope you will share your 
Members’ Day, and I want to thank the following ladies for help- address with us; we will not share it with anyone else. 
ing me greet those of you who attended: Susan Russell, Karen 
and Elizabeth Smith, Elaine Stover, and Beth York. The weather Baars Potter 
cooperated and the Wyoming christening certainly added a very Membership Secretary 
special excitement to the day. I would also like to ask you to do 
something for us - please write, email, or call to tell us what you 
think we should include in our Members’ Day activities next 
year. This day is for you and we welcome your input. 


From now until the end of October, we are offering a special 20% 
discount on new memberships. We hope you will take this 
opportunity to join our Membership today. Call with a credit 
card or come to the admissions desk. If you are a member now, 
we hope you will encourage your friends to join us at this time - 
or give them a gift membership! 


Your membership helps us to preserve the heritage of one of 
the country’s most important maritime areas while you enjoy 
the Benefits of Membership: Free admission; use of our Library; 
discounts on Museum Store purchases, guest admissions, special 
programs, mooring fees, and dockage; advance notice of pro- 
grams and events; and our quarterly newsletter, The Rhumb Line. 


Also available: at the $100 level and higher - admission to 70+ 
museums of the Council of American Maritime Museums; at 
Sustaining and higher - a 50% discount on guest admissions; at 
Patron - the underlined plus 5 guest passes and 2 free mooring 
nights; at Shipwright - the underlined plus 10 guest passes, an 
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é Mr. & Mrs. Eric Alderman Thomas Hallenbeck Wayne Peabody 
: Mr. & Mrs. Stewart L. Anderson Dorothy Hassfeld David R. Pilling 3 
$ Frances F. Armstrong Beverley Healy Antoinette Pimentel H 
S Madge Baker & Bob Wilson Meggan Henerlau Carol Plummer 4 
H Glenn Berger Mr. & Mrs. Henry R. Heyburn, Jr. John Portela H 
H Elizabeth Berry Amanda Hoag Nancy W. Proctor e 
H Jay Brand David F. & Anne Hoy Mr. & Mrs. Richard Raber $ 
8 Steve & Susan Bremner | Rev. Robert A. Ingraham Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Rice g 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas B. Brown Amber Jackson Gail B.M. Robinson ¢ 
H Robert Caton Phil & Wendy Jefferis Eric Schade 
4 Mr. & Mrs. David L. Colton William G. Jones Richard C. Schneider Q 
$ Marsha Conover John & Liz Kelson Mr. & Mrs. Edgar K. Sewall a 
g Lloyd & Collette Coombs Mr. & Mrs. Donald Kenniston ie oe 4 
a Michael Coon Julane H. Knobil ; s. Jon Snow 2 
e James Crabtree John F. Lambros Mr. & Mrs. Gordon R. Stanley H 
. Cathy Crouch Susan LaRocco & Edward Quigley Mr. & Mrs. Peter Stark : 
% Kimberly Curtis & Family Amy & Bill Lent Anne T. Street a 
: Jeff & Lauren Davis Rich Levy Joe Sutton a H 
Daniel & Mari Eosco Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Magnus Mr. & Mrs. James G. Taliaferro 
4 Paul H. Fitzgerald Tom McCandless iv Jeffrey Thompson & Family H 
H David & Polly Goldman Ted Mellnik Russell Troy H 
: Alta Goodrich-Cooperman Frederick R. Miller T. Perry True 4 
é Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Grasmuck Scott Milliken Chris Warner é 
$ Mr. & Mrs. James A. Graves Stewart Newell & Susan Morris Joan Weeks 4 
S Martin S. Grimnes Frank & Arlene Norman Joel & Rebecca Wegner s 
g Ken Gunston Mr. & Mrs. David O'Neil Doug Welch a 
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Mind How You Steer: the life and 
legacy of Captain Joseph B. Thomas 


Maine Maritime Museum was recently honored with the 
donation of a unique and varied collection of items asso- 
ciated with Capt. Joseph B. Thomas, and the ship named 
after him. We are particularly grateful that the collection 
had remained in the Thomas family, and that the direct 
descendants of the captain have seen fit to so endow us 
at this time. The historical value to us of any artifact or 
archival material is greatly enhanced by such a family 


connection. 

ol wooden sign- 
board that 
was reportedly mounted in the wheel house of the Joseph 
B. Thomas. It admonishes in hand painted letters: “Mind 
How You Steer”, and may serve as an appropriate motto 
for this merchant captain of “upright life and Christian 
character” who “loved business methods and hated 
shams”, and was reputed at the time of his death in 1891 

to be worth 25 to 30 million. 


Among the 
Thomas 
items is an 
unusual 


It is the heft of his cane that 
gives pause, a heft enhanced 
by the ornate gold head with 
its crowning inlay of polished 
gold-bearing quartz. Even in 
the dim light of our collection 
storage, the cane glints and 
hints of a place that drove men 
mad, a place of clear raging 
rivers tumbling west from 
young mountains, endless 
primeval forests, deep fertile 
soil, spectacular harbors, and, of course, the gold: 
California, 1849. 


It is not a cane that Pittston, Maine-born Captain Joseph 
B. Thomas would have used every day getting from his 
mansion in Charlestown to his office at the Standard 
Sugar Refinery in Boston. For a reserved, church-going 
philanthropist, who consistently turned down every 


opportunity to be in the public eye, the cane is a touch 
flamboyant. 


Though family stories link the formidable cane with the 
need for self-defense on the streets of San Francisco, it is 
more likely a presentation piece of remembrance, from a 
man of the West to a man of the East, who found com- 
3 : mon ground in 
wilder days of gold 
fever, profit, sur- 
vival, and success. 
Engraved on one 
facet of the cane’s 
head can be seen: 
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Augustus W. Pray probably met Joseph. B. Thomas in 
the chaos of gold-smitten San Francisco some time after 
June 1850. Captain Thomas, with wife and infant son, 
arrived after 113 days from Philadelphia, to enter a har- 
bor of fully laden, abandoned vessels, their crews scur- 
rying inland to the gold-fields. The ship he had brought 
west, the Thomas Wattson, was relatively small, relatively 
fast, and had been under Thomas’s command in the 
West Indies, running a kind of packet service for mixed 
cargo and passengers from Philadelphia down to 
Barbados and Demerara. As word of California gold 
spread, he made the calculated gamble to risk the Pacific 
passage with suitable cargo. 


In the early 1850's, Capt. Pray was running a schooner 
north to Puget Sound with supplies and merchandise for 
the new settlement of Seattle, and back to San Francisco 
with sawn lumber. Though with very different 
approaches, both captains were entrepreneurs, and both 
could see beyond the flush of the moment to realize the 
opportunities for mercantilism in the growing Western 
territories were golden, and not the kind that you need- 
ed to swing a pick for. 


Augustus Pray seemed to have a knack of playing the 
wild frontier, staying just ahead of the next bonanza; by 
1860 he had settled on the east shore of Lake Tahoe, just 
as the Comstock Lode brought silver fever to the Sierra 
Nevada. Pray was there, parleying one resource into the 
next: sawing and supplying timber to miners, selling 
land to farmers, running steam boats, and ultimately 
starting hotels along the clear lake waters. 


Thomas never really left the piers of San Francisco. His 
cooler merchant acumen, honed by two decades in the 
West Indies trade, was no doubt impressed that the 
remaining onions in his ship’s provisions were fetching 
a dollar each ashore, never mind the picks and shovels in 
the hold. The gold rush prices of commodities landed in 
San Francisco in 1850 were the stuff of legend, quicken- 
ing the heart of the most taciturn Mainer. It is said that 
even a cargo of cats sold and sold fast at $9 each. 


The issue was getting the stuff unloaded when the man- 
power of the port had vamoosed, and here Thomas saw 
a sea change of an opportunity. He proceeded to sell his 
vessel, bought wharfage and a warehouse, corralled a 
crew of longshoremen by paying them exorbitantly 
enough to stay around, and began buying, holding, and 
selling cargoes otherwise stranded in San Francisco har- 
bor. He never returned to the deck of a ship as an actual 
commander; Thomas was 39. 


Indicative of his foresight, Thomas had stowed aboard 
the Wattson a knocked down house frame; this was 
erected on Telegraph Hill above the harbor, reputedly 
the first wooden house there. It is not known if he moved 
his family into this, or if he simply made another good 
trade on it. As his position consolidated, Thomas 
ensconced his family on Nob Hill, joining numerous San 
Francisco movers and shakers who were taking up resi- 
dences in this fashionable district. 
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This Enoch Wood Perry portrait 
of an introspective, slightly be- 
mused, fifty-year-old Thomas is 
dated 1861, and, curiously, was 
painted in San Francisco in the 
same year the artist had painted a 
portrait of Jefferson Davis in New 
Orleans that was raffled off for the 
Confederate war effort. 


It is a likeness of Thomas in the full flush of his San 
Francisco years, “in the meridian of a vigorous man- 
hood,” as his gilded tribute runs in the 1892 Illustrated 
History of Kennebec County, the year after he died. The 
ornate frame is characteristic of the lavish Victorian 
décor of Nob Hill. 


He was among the founders of the Bank of California; 
apparently also a financial backer of the Committee of 
Vigilance which, in its zeal to bring law and order to the 
streets of ‘Frisco, slid dubiously into mob rule against fel- 
low citizens and immigrants. 


As the distant contention of the Civil War weighed in the 
balance, Thomas was closely involved with efforts to keep 
California within the Union, financing pro-union demon- 
strations and events, and subscribing to the Sanitary 
Commission, which sent funding east to promote hospital 
and other medical relief for battlefield wounded. 


At the end of the Civil War, Thomas had removed his 


family and comfortable fortune 
back to the East, acquiring a 
Boston sugar refinery, a man- 
sion in Charlestown, and a rep- 
utation as a backer of the 
church and numerous charities. 

This Boston studio portrait, 

taken in 1868, has caught the 

family just returned from two 

years of traveling abroad, with 

San Francisco behind them and 

Boston before. JBT at 57 is surrounded by his wife 

Martha Seran Thomas, 19 year-old JBT I, and 11 year-old 

Washington. Both sons were to assume control of the 

sugar business. 


The captain also kept his hand in with the shipping; he 
had shares in thirty vessels at his death, including the 
Joseph B. Thomas. 


The ship that would be Thomas’s namesake was built in 
Thomaston, Maine and was launched in 1881, the year 
he turned seventy. The Thomas proved to be a success for 
her backers, her builder, Samuel Watts, and her captain, 
William J. ‘Bill’ Lermond, for whose command Watts 
built several vessels. She established a good reputation 
for handling and speed in her first New York - San 
Francisco - Liverpool “rounds”, which Lermond was 
able to maintain for the 15 years he was in command. 
From 1894 to 1899, she was primarily employed in the 
case oil trade to the Far East. 
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Among the Thomas 
papers is a September, 
1882 letter from Watts to 
Capt. Joseph Thomas, 
who was no doubt 
keeping a close eye on 
the new vessel’s perfor- 
mance, “I received letter 
from Capt.Lermond of the ship Joseph B.Thomas from 
Liverpool saying the ship sails fast and steers well and is the best 
working ship that he ever was in. Says that he out-sailed every 
ship that he fell in with on the passage. Says that the ship is very 
tight and is much pleased with her. ... the Thomas is coming 
to New York from Liverpool, will make probably £1000.” 


This painting from the 
Thomas donation 
shows a dramatic dis- 
masting of the Joseph B. 
Thomas off Cape 
Henlopen, Delaware 
on January 29, 1891 
(just two weeks after 
Capt. Thomas died in Charlestown). While furling sail, 

fourteen seamen on the fore-topmast yard were carried 

away as the fore-topmast broke away in the gale. Seven 
landed on deck amidst the wreckage to survive with 
serious injuries; seven others went into the waves, six of 
whom were saved by the trailing lines. 


From entries in the five log books of the Thomas includ- 

ed with the artifacts, it is evident that the vessel could 
hold a steady 9 knots for 24 hours in the trade winds; 
during one particular four-hour watch, she surpassed 14 


As this cast brass plaque implies, the 
Joseph B. Thomas passed into the realm 
of souvenirs in 1910, when her rig was 
cut down in a conversion to a coal 
barge. It was at this time that the sign 
from the wheelhouse and a quarter- 
board may have been salvaged by the 
Thomas family. 


This state of ignominy lasted only three years, when some- 
one was not minding how they steered, and the barge 
foundered off Cape Cod in October, 1913, no casualties. 


In 1891, as Captain Thomas’s coffin was escorted to 
Forest. Hills cemetery, surrounded by representatives 
from the business, veterans, fraternal, and religious insti- 
tutions that had benefited from the captain’s business 
largesse, it passed under a flag seldom, if ever, seen fly- 
ing over the tidy streets of Boston. The blue grizzly bear 
and single star on a white field was the original flag of 
the Republic of California, and 
served to recall Thomas’s earlier & 
years in a land of golden opportu- 

nity wherein he had minded well 
how he had steered. 
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Two New Boats Join the Fleet 


Whimsical, donated by David F. Bruenner, is an 18-foot yaw boat built in 
Maine in 1949. She is mahogany planked over oak frames, and is pow- 
ered by a 27 horsepower Westerbeak diesel inboard. The Museum plans 
on entering Whimsical in Boothbay Harbor’s Annual Antique Boat Parade 
during Schooner Days, as well as working her along our waterfront. 


Wood Drift, donated by Museum volunteer Jack Thompson, is an 18-foot 
Garvey-style workboat, powered by a fifty horsepower Mercury out- 
board. Built in Portsmouth N.H in 1981, Wood Drift’s ragged glass-over-_ 


marine plywood design, oak frames, wide beam, and rugged gunwale 


make her a true workhorse the Museum. 
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The day was bright and spirits were high as the bright 
yellow school bus left MMM on the morning of July 12th on the 
first leg of what turned out to be a marvelous outing on House 
Island in Casco Bay. Transportation services were donated by 
Bill Reed, a long-time member and friend of Maine Maritime 


Museum. 


We were met at Long Wharf in Portland's Old Port by 
the other half of our group who had elected to drive their own 
vehicles. At 10:30, we boarded the Chippewa (which served as 
the Museum’s cruise boat for a season not so long ago). 


It was a 30-minute run from Long Wharf to House 
Island. After parking our gear (and picnics) on the tables 
under the tent pavilion, we were off to the west side of the 
island to explore Fort Scammel, which lies tucked under the 
cliffs. We were introduced to the dungeon, which was a pretty 
scary place! 


Bill and Suzanne Bushnell inside Fort Scammel. 


Returning to the pavilion, a hungry crowd broke out 
their picnics and learned even more of the island's history from 
owner Helen Cushing Dudley. Some took a stroll to one of the 
several sandy beaches which are found on the island, while 
others simply enjoyed the view, the sun, the fresh ait, and a 
panoramic view of the Portland skyline from the sweeping 
veranda. It was all too soon when the Captain announced the 
boarding call for the return trip. What a great day! 


left to right) Eldie Johnston, Mary Earl Rogers, and Bonnie 
Beck enjoying lunch on House Island. 
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MAINE MARITIME 
MUSEUM 


Welcomes New Trustees 


Stephen Gale Hobson 


Stephen Gale Hobson was born in Boston and has a love of 
things marine and historical. | He graduated from Proctor 
Academy, attended Boston University, and graduated from 
Burdett Business College with a degree in Business 
Administration and Accounting. Mr. Hobson managed a 
sales division of Great Northern Nekoosa Corporation and 
was sales manager at Deferiet Paper Company; he also 
worked in financial services for Morgan Stanley and 
MacDonald Investments. Hobson moved to Maine in 1986 
and currently resides in Cumberland Foreside with his wife 
Pamela. He is a member of the Portland, ME Chapter of 
SCORE, is currently Chair of the Volunteer Council, and has 
served on several of the Museum’s committees. 


Charles (Skip) Orem 


Charles (Skip) Orem is the 
retired Vice |§ Chairman, 
President, and Chief Executive 
Officer of BIRD-JOHNSON 
COMPANY. He currently 
serves as. the SCORE 
Association District Director 
for Maine and is a Trustee of 
several local organizations 
including the Portland 
Symphony. As a member of 
the International Executive 
Service Corps, Orem provides 
services for foreign countries 
and companies. He is a gradu- 
ate from the U.S. Naval Academy, has been in command of a 
nuclear-powered submarine, and was a specialist for the Chief 


of Naval Operations in Washington. Orem and his wife, 
Gerry, live in Harpswell. 
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Trustee Emeritus: Donald A. Spear 


Donald Spear is the sole surviving member of the orig- 
inal Board of Trustees of the Museum, then known as the 
Marine Research Society of Bath. His great grandfather was 
Benjamin F. Packard, of the renowned shipbuilding firm, 
Goss, Sawyer and Packard (for whom the ship Benj. F. Packard 
was named); his mother, Katharine Torry, “launched aboard” 
Wyoming. A Bath native, he graduated from the University of 
Maine and went on to earn a law degree at Georgetown 
University. After two years in the army, Spear returned to 
Washington, D.C., and worked as an attorney in the General 
Counsel’s Office of the U.S. Department of Commerce, while 
earning a Masters Degree in Law. In June of 1959, with his 
wife Eleanor by his side, Spear returned to Bath where he 
practiced law for 35 years. He served on the boards of many 
charitable organizations including the Bath Memorial 
Hospital and the Patten Free Library. He was a founding 
Trustee of Hyde School and a member of the Board of Trustees 
of the Bath Savings Institution for 26 years. Don and Ellie 


have two adult children and now reside in the foothills of the 
western mountains of Maine. 
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Upcoming Events 


For info and reservations call (207) 443-1316 ext. 0, or check our 
website at www.mainemaritmemuseum.org 


Lighthouse Lovers Cruise Weekend 


September 9 -10 and September 16 - 17 ; 
This two-day/one night excursion departs from Maine 
Maritime Museum aboard Long Reach Cruises’ Sagadahoc for 
an ELEVEN lighthouse cruise to Boothbay Harbor. Package 
price includes: round trip cruise, box lunch both days, one 
night stay and continental breakfast at Boothbay Harbor Inn, 
with 10% off coupon for dinner at the Inn. 


Member couple $385.95 
Non-member couple $399.95 
Member individual $242.95 
Non-member individual $249.95 
Songs of the Sea - 

Fall Lecture/Dinner Series 
Thursdays, 6 pm 


October 26, November 2, 9, and 16. 


Explore the history and development of songs of the sea in a 
fun and entertaining format featuring local performers and. 
speakers. The Museum's education staff is pairing performers 
with Maine’s finest chowder providers. So, mark your calen- 
dars, check our website, or give us a call for details! 


11* Annual Kids’ Pirates’ Party 

Saturday, October 28, 5 - 8 pm 
Join us for our 11" annual Pirates Party. Take part in pirate 
games and a treasure hunt, hear pirate Black Jim Spudcake tell 
tales around the bonfire, sing sea chanteys, visit the haunted 
pirate ship and more! 
$6 person or $20 family, members, in advance 
$8 person or $30 family, non-members, in advance 
$10 person or $35 family, day of event 


‘'. el 
OP ating of the K -snthic 


A ‘Owashbuckfing Good Sime... 


Saturday, October 21, 2006 
6 o'clock in the evening 
The Captain and Crew 
Request the Honor of your 
Company at the Museum's 
2006 Benefit Gala. Join us 
for an evening of Pirate fun, 
fare, and fashion. Wear your 
best buccaneer black tie, 
enjoy fine grub & grog, bring 
your gold doubloons, and go 
home with a treasure! 


We De Séskan Ye to 
‘Oave the an / 
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Exhibit Openings 


Last of the American Clippers: 
Snow Squall 


Members’ Opening, September 7, 5 - 7 pm 
Snow Squall Building, south parking lot 


The bow of Snow Squall, an American clipper ship built 
in 1851, is at Maine Maritime Museum. She holds a New York- 
Rio de Janeiro round trip record of 53 days. Nicholas Dean’s 
excellent book Snow Squall: The Last American Clipper Ship tells 
the story of this fascinating vessel. 

The Museum staff has worked long and hard preparing 
exhibition space for this significant part of a famous vessel. 
Visitors can view the bow from all angles, still allowing plen- 
ty of space for interpretive exhibits and for storage of the bits 
and pieces. The exhibit includes a model of the frame of the 
entire vessel, showing the relative size of the bow piece that 
has been preserved. It will also discuss voyages of the clipper, 
some of the people who sailed aboard, the ship’s end in the 
Falkland Islands, and expeditions that examined the hull and 
recovered the bow. Like most of the Museum’s exhibits, it 
includes a hands-on feature. 

The building expansion and exhibit, like much of the 
earlier recovery and conservation work, was funded by Al 
Gordon, whose godson Nicholas Dean had the idea to do 
something about this Maine vessel, abandoned in a far part of 
the world. 


Seafaring Children: 
Captains’ Kids & Cabin Boys 


Members’ Opening, October 28, 5 - 7 pm 
Maritime History Building 


Imagine being a young child living aboard a deep-sea 
vessel for months at a time. Try to think about what they saw, 
how they were treated by the crew, and how they endured. 
Drawing together photographs, artifacts, models, diaries, and 
archival materials from the Museum’s collection, this exhibit 
will focus on how children in 19"-century seafaring families 
played, studied, ate, slept, dressed, worked, met hardship, and 
understood their world. Featured themes may include child 
labor, health at sea, socialization (captains children versus 
teenagers employed aboard the vessel), games, pastimes, and 
conditions of shipboard life. 

We were once children, too. Join us to view their world, 
and begin to see life through their eyes. 


Not yet a member of 
Maine Maritime Museum? 


Join today and receive discounted member 
prices on these programs, advance invita- 
tions to all of our events, and more. See page 
3 for information. 

Save 20% now through Oct. 31 on all 
new memberships 
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Maine Maritime Museum friends and family mourn the 
passing of Retired Coast Guard Captain and long-time 
friend and trustee emeritus WJ. Lewis Parker, 90, who died 
at Penobscot Bay Medical Center, Rockport, Maine, April 
28, 2006. 

Lew, as known to his friends and family, was born in 
Kentville, Nova Scotia, November 17, 1915. He was the 
only child of Rupert Uniacke Parker and Lavinia Adora 
Lewis Parker. 

His early childhood was spent in Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
where he survived the great Halifax explosion of 1917. 
While staying near Digby, Nova Scotia, about 1919, he wit- 
nessed a dirigible airship flying overhead, the first east to 
west Atlantic crossing by such a craft. 

He also saw one of the early International Fisherman’s 
Races off Halifax, and in 1922 made a steamship trip with 
his mother through the Cape Cod Canal before it was 
widened. 

At the age of 6 he moved with his family to Arlington, 
Mass., before relocating to Glen Rock, N.J., in 1928. He 
graduated from Ridgewood High School in 1934 and 
earned a degree at Dartmouth in 1938. 

His father’s connection with Eastern Steamship and other 
steamship lines gave Lew an inside track to goings-on 
along the waterfront. Numerous summer trips along the 
coast with his mother were the start of his lifelong interest 
in ships and shipping. 

In 1927, Lew was given his first Brownie camera, which 
he used to extensively photograph vessels along the Boston 
and New York waterfronts, his favorite haunts. In the sum- 
mers of 1936 and 1937, Lew made two memorable voyages 
on the three-masted. Nova. Scotia lumber schooner, T:K. 
Bentley. 

From 1938 to 1940 he attended Columbia University for a 
master’s degree in history. His master’s essay, “The Great 
Coal Schooners of New England,” published in 1948, is still 
considered one of the definitive works in its field. 

In 1941 he joined the newly formed U.S. Coast Guard 
Reserve and found himself on active duty the day after 
Pearl Harbor. He served aboard the attack transport Hunter 
Liggett in the South Pacific and the Gen. J.C. Breckinridge, a 
P2 class transport, in the North Atlantic. 


William T. Donnell House 
Gets “New” Carpets! 


On June 27-28, our imaginations got great relief. Now, 
we no longer need to imagine the Donnell House front hall 
and sitting room with their original 1890s _ carpets. 
Reproductions of the originals have been made and installed, 
another step towards returning the interior of the house to its 
1892 appearance. 

It was fortuitous that former owners Frank and. 
Marjorie Sylvester kept the carpeting they found in those 
rooms in 1947. We had (still have) the entire wall-to-wall car- 
pets for the sitting room, front hall, upstairs hall, and attic hall. 
This year, with a generous grant from the 1772 Foundation, we 
had the sitting room and front hall carpets reproduced. 

The carpets are of a type called by the Donnell family 
“Brussels” carpet, extremely popular in this part of the world 
in the late 1800s. In modern carpet lingo it is technically 
“Wilton” carpet, a form of Brussels carpet with sheared loops, 
giving it a rather velvety look. 
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After the war Lew was stationed on the USCG North 
Atlantic weather patrol vessels Dexter and Owasco, and 
then was stationed at New York for three years. 

From 1952 until retirement in 1969, he had a distin- 
guished career in USCG marine inspection, stationed in 
Houston, Texas, and then Yokohama, Japan. In 1964 he was 
appointed Officer in Charge of Marine Inspection at Boston 
until retiring as a captain. 

In 1961 he married Frances Dailor who was in the Foreign 
Service at Yokohama. They made their home together in 
1969, when not on one of their numerous trips, on Chestnut 
Street in Camden, until Francis passed away in 2002. 

Lew spent much of his time on his lifelong passion of 
maritime history. For many years he was the undisputed 
worldwide leading authority on the large cargo schooners 
of the Eastern Seaboard. His knowledge and collection was 
second to none and he was generous with his research. His 
retention of vessel history was remarkable; and he gave 
talks and had extensive articles published on the subject. 

He has been a life-long supporter of a number of leading 
maritime museums of the world, as well as a trustee (1969- 
1989), vice chair (1973-1974) and later trustee emeritus 
(1989-2006) of Maine Maritime Museum. 

Lew loved nothing better than an evening cocktail with 
his pipe while visiting with friends (who are many) or din- 
ing on seafood and curry, or just a good meal eating out. He 
particularly enjoyed discussing maritime history and look- 
ing at photos of historic sailing vessels. He enjoyed classi- 
cal music, the Bay Chamber Concerts, and St. Thomas’ 
Episcopal Church in Camden. He will be sadly missed by 
friends, by Maine Maritime Museum, and by the world of 
maritime historians. 


These exact reproductions were crafted by Stark Carpet 
Corporation in a French mill. The Museum was guided 
through this process by the experts at Park Row Interiors, and 
the carpets were installed by Carpet Workshop of Windham. 
Because this type of carpet is still made in 27-inch widths - as 
it was 120 years ago - installers Edward Fortier Sr. and Jr. 
hand-sewed the strips using sailmakers’ palms. See photos 
above and on page 12. 


The Rhumb Line 


The stately Peter 


SFT en naceeitttesttlinmntenstetn a 
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